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WATER SCARCITY IN ISRAEL, JORDAN, 
AND THE WEST BANK
 Israel, Jordan, and the Palestinian territories (Gaza and the 
West Bank) rank among the most water-poor nations on earth
 Climate change and population growth will exacerbate water 
scarcity
 The Dead Sea has been shrinking since the 1930s
 Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Conveyance
 A proposed pipeline which would pump desalinated water from from the 
Red Sea to the Dead Sea
 A solution to water scarcity – and geopolitical conflict?
A TIMELINE OF WATER CONFLICT
1947-1949
The Arab-Israeli War results in Israeli 
victory
700,000 Palestinians become refugees
1963
Johnston mission fails
Ends cooperative efforts until 1990s
1967
Six Day War results in Israeli victory





Key idea: cooperation follows peace; not the other way around
LESSONS 
LEARNED: WHY IS 
IT SO HARD TO 
COME TO 
AGREEMENTS?
 Complicated relationships between Israel, Jordan, and the Palestinian 
Authority 
 The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is one of the oldest, and most 
complicated conflicts in the world
 Arab solidarity cannot be counted on: Jordan has been known to 
side against Palestine with Israel 
 Power dynamics and different goals
 The Palestinian Authority is not a de jure state, and thus has a 
weaker position in negotiations
 Current political situation
 November 2019 King Abdullah II: Israel-Jordan relations “at an all 
time low” 
 Israel has been seriously considering annexing settlements in the 
West Bank since January 2020






At its heart, the pipeline is a technocratic 
solution to water scarcity
It seeks to create “new” water, rather than 
answer questions about redistribution 
which are politically difficult 
Water security will follow peace, not lead it. 
CONCLUSION
 Water is recognized by the United Nations as a human right 
(Resolution 64/292)
 Palestinian participation in discussions is vital to their success
 There is a strong need to repair broken relationships and forge new 
treaties and peacebuilding efforts, in order to create a better future for 
Israelis, Palestinians, and Jordanians 
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